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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6® Claim(s) 7-22 is/are reiected. 
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11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)IE|AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 
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application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to a letter for patent filed on February 15^^, 2001 in which claims 1-22 are 
presented for examination. Claims 1-22 are pending in the letter. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Applicant disclose "the 
same" in paragraph 4 line 2. This terminology is unacceptable in the claim. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mourad et al 
(U.S. PG Pub no. 2003/135464). 
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4. As per claim 1, Mourad et al teach digital contents superdistribution method through 
digital contents download services, the superdistribution method comprising accessing by a user 
a server providing digital contents download services via a communication network to make 
payment for digital contents on the server, and receiving a download of the digital contents on 
which a security code is set, distributing the downloaded digital contents after making payment 
to another user; if the distributed digital contents are executed on the another user's computer, 
accessing the server automatically via the same or another communication network; and after 
the server is accessed and payment for the distributed digital contents is made by the another 
user, offering a predetermined compensation via the server to the user who received the 
downloaded digital contents {see abstract, figs 1 A,, IQ ID, (5, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 
0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233). 

5. As per claim 2, Mourad et al teach a method wherein if the distributed digital contents are 
executed on the another user's computer, further accessing the server due to a failure of a security 
check on a security code set on the distributed digital contents. 

6. As per claim 3, Mourad et al teach a method wherein, if the server is accessed and 
payment for the distributed digital contents is made by the another user, further resetting the 
security code set on the distributed digital contents for the another user who makes the payment. 

7. As per claim 4, Mourad et al teach a method further comprising further distributing the 
distributed digital contents on which the security code is reset to a different user; and if payment 
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for the further distributed digital contents is made by the different user, offering via the server 
a predetermined compensation to the another user who further distributed the distributed 
digital contents, and if payment for the further distributed digital contents is made by the 
different user, the security code which has been set on the distributed digital contents is reset 
for the different user who makes the payment. 

8. As per claim 5, Mourad et al teach a method further comprising further distributing the 
downloaded digital contents to additional users by the another user who received the distributed 
digital contents; and repeating the further distributing by the additional users to still other 
additional users hierarchically. 

9. As per claim 6, Mourad et al teach a digital contents superdistribution method through 
digital contents download services, the superdistribution method comprising downloading to a 
first client the digital contents on which a security code is set from a server, which provides 
digital contents download services and to which the first client both accessed via a 
communication network and made payment for the digital contents, receiving at the server an 
access request from a second client via a second communication network if the downloaded 
digital contents are distributed from the first client to the second client and are executed on the 
second client; and offering via the server the first client a predetermined compensation if the 
second client makes payment for the distributed digital contents (see abstract, figs I A,, IQ ID, 
6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 
00594, 1219, 1233)., 
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10. As per claim 7, Mourad et al teach a method wherein the access request is automatically 
made owing to a failure of a security check on a security code set on the distributed digital 
contents which are executed on the second client (^^e yzg^y^,, IQ ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 
25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 
1233), 

11. As per claim 8, Mourad et al teach a method wherein, if the second client makes payment 
for the distributed digital contents, resetting via the server the security code on the distributed 
digital contents for the second cUent {see abstract, figs 1A„ IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, 
paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 
1233), 

12. As per claim 9, Mourad et al teach a method further comprising offering via the server a 
predetermined compensation to the second client who has further distributed the digital contents 
on which the security code is reset to an additional client if the digital contents on which the 
security code is reset is distributed to additional clients and payment for the digital contents on 
which a security code is reset is made; and if payment for the digital contents on which the 
security code is reset is made, resetting the security code on the digital contents for the additional 
cUent who makes the payment (^ee a^?5/rac/, y/g^7^„ IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 
0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233), 
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13. As per claim 10, Mourad et al teach a digital contents superdistribution system 
comprising a server computer to provide digital contents download services, a first user 
computer connected to the server computer via a communication netv^ork, the first user computer 
makes payment for digital contents, and receives download services of the digital contents on 
which a security code is set fi-om the server computer; and a second user computer that receives 
a copy of the digital contents of the first user computer, is connected to the server computer via 
a second communication network, and is automatically connected to the server computer if the 
copy of the digital contents distributed by the first user computer are executed by the second 
user computer, wherein, if the copy of the digital contents distributed by the first user 
computer are executed on the second user computer, the second user computer accesses the 
server computer due to a failure of a security check on the security code set on the copy of the 
digital contents, and if the second user computer accesses the server to make payment for the 
copy of the digital contents, a predetermined compensation is offered to a first user of the first 
user computer who has distributed the copy of the digital contents received by the second user 
computer (see abstract, figs 1 A,, IQ ID, 6, P, 70, 7<S, 7P, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 
0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),. 

14. As per claim 11, Mourad et al teach a system wherein, if the second user computer makes 
payment for the copy of the digital contents, the server computer resets the security code on the 
copy ofthe digital contents of the SQCond user computer (see abstract, figs 1 A,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 
18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 
1219, 1233). 
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15. As per claim 12, Mourad et al teach a method of distributing digital contents using a 
server, comprising: receiving at the server an indication from a receiving client through a 
communication netv^ork that the receiving client received a copy of digital contents that includes 
an identification of a distributing client, and that the receiving client is compliant with a license 
for the digital contents; and offering compensation using the server to the distributing client 
after the receiving at the server the indication from the receiving client {see abstract, figs 1 A,, 
IQ ID, 5, P, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278- 
0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),, 

16. As per claim 13, Mourad et al teach a further comprising setting by the server the 
identification of the distributing client on the digital contents prior to the receiving the indication 
from the receiving client, the setting the identification comprising setting a distributing client 
security code for the digital contents; and resetting the distributing client security code for the 
copy of the digital contents to a receiving client security code using the server through the 
communication network if the receiving client is compliant with the license {see abstract, 
figslA,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 
0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),, 

17. As per claim 14, Mourad et al teach a method of distributing digital contents, comprising 
verifying at a server that the first client is compliant with a license for the digital contents 
through a first communication network prior to allowing the first client to access the digital 
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contents; receiving by a second client a copy of the verified digital contents of the first client; 
verifying at the server that the second client is compliant with the license for the digital 
contents through the first or a second communications network prior to allowing the second 
client to access the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client; and offering 
compensation to the first client if the second client is verified to be compliant with the license 
(see abstract, figs 1 A,, 7C, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 
0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233)., 

18. As per claim 15, Mourad et al teach a method wherein the verifying at the server that the 
first client is compliant comprises setting a first security code for the digital contents that allows 
the first client to access the digital contents, and the verifying at the server that the second client 
is compliant comprises resetting the first security code for the copy of the verified digital 
contents of the first client to a second security code that allows the second client to access the 
digital contents (see abstract, figs 1A„ IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 
00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),, 

19. As per claim 16, Mourad et al teach a method wherein the verifying at the server that the 
second client is compliant further comprises receiving a payment fi"om the second client prior to 
resetting the first security code to the second security code {see abstract, figs 1 A,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 
10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 
00594, 1219, 1233),, 
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20. As per claim 17, Mourad et al teach a method wherein the receiving by the second client 
comprises receiving the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client fi'om the first client 
{see abstract, figs 1 A,, IQ ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 
0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233).. 

21. As per claim 18, Mourad et al teach a method wherein the receiving by the second client 
comprises receiving the copy of the verified digital contents of the first client firom a third client, 
where the third client was not compliant with the license (see abstract, figs 1 A,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 
18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 
1219, 1233),, 

22. As per claim 19, Mourad et al teach a distributing system to manage the distribution of 
digital contents having a license, comprising a first client having the digital contents and the 
license, where the first client is verified to be compliant with the license, a second client 
having a copy of the verified digital contents of the first client; and a server that verifies 
through a communication network whether the second client is compliant with the license for 
the digital contents, where the second client cannot access the copy of the verified digital 
contents of the first client unless the server verifies the second cHent is compliant with the 
license, and offers compensation to the first chent if the second client is verified to be 
compliant with the license (see abstract, figs 1 A,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 
0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),, 
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23. As per claim 20, Mourad et al teach a system wherein the server further sets a first 
security code for the digital contents that allows the first client to access the digital contents in 
order to verify that the first client is compliant with the license, and resets the first security code 
for the copy of the verified digital contents of the first cUent to a second security code that allows 
the second client to access the digital contents in order to verify that the second client is 
comphant with the license (see abstract, figs 1 A,, IQ ID, 5; 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 
0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233)., 

24. As per claim 21, Mourad et al teach a method fiirther comprising repeating the further 
distributing and offering the predetermined compensation hierarchically (see abstract, figs 1A„ 
IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 0278- 
0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233),, 

25. As per claim 22, Mourad et al teach a system further comprising repeating hierarchically 
the further distributing by and offering the predetermined compensation to the additional client 
to additionally distribute the digital contents to still other additional clients (see abstract, 
figslA,, IC, ID, 6, 9, 10, 18, 19, 25, paragraph 0008, 0011, 00165, 0183, 0203, 0255-0260, 
0278-0286, 00590, 00594, 1219, 1233), 
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Conclusion 



26. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, (see form 892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Firmin Backer whose telephone number is (703) 305-0624. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1^13. 




July 24, 2003 



